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unk work under way 

ALICIA NALLY 
alicia.nally@news.com.au 

HEAVY machinery has start
ed replenishing sand on Dunk 
Island as part of works to re
store the popular Spit Bar. 

Mayfair Iconic Properties 
chief executive Stuart Duplock 
said Seaswift's Malu Chief 
barge was used to transfer two 
pieces of machinery and three 
vehicles on Wednesday and 
Thursday. Yesterday, the com
pany's own Jarrah T barge left 
Norship's slipway at Portsmith 
for the island filled with more 
construction gear. 

Replenishing sand first step for developer 
 FIRST LOOK 
MAYFAIR Iconic Properties 
plans for a beachside bar and a 
revival ofwatersports at the 
Dunk Island spit. Artist's 
impressions reveal low-set 
buildings on the foreshore 
decked out with sun lounges 
and ashaded daybed area to 
the south of the existing 
public jetty. It's understood 
the fadlities will be geared 
towards day-trippers as 
cyclone-damaged 
accommodation in the main 
resort remains uninhabitable. 

Briefs 
• 
Playln 
TODAY'S Northern Pride trial 
game hosted by Edmonton Storm 
will raise money for the treatment 
of Far North boy Nate Moule. 
Gold coin donations for entry to 
the footy at Petersen Park. 
Edmonton. will support the family 
of the three-year-old from 
Mareeba. who is battling a brain 
tumour. Gates open from lpm. 

Medical stop for fUgh 
AN AIR New Zealand flight from 
South Korea made an 
unscheduled landing at Cairns 
Airport early yesterday morning 
for an ill oassen2er. Fli2ht NZ76 

Mr Duplock said part of 
MIP's responsibility in taking 
over the lease at the spit from 
Cassowary Coast Regional 
Council was to replenish the 
sand at the island. 

"The heavy machinery will 
live on the island to do that 
task and other tasks as re
quired," he said. 

"The barge that delivered 
the machinery was hired by 
Seaswift because the load was 
bigger than our barge could ac
commodate in one crossing. 

Lifesavers'warning 

DANIEL BATEMAN 

THEY may be tiny, but these 
dangerous marine creatures 
are the reason all of Cairns' 
beaches are likely to remain 
closed for the enti re weekend. 

Since the crack of dawn yes
terday, surf life savers have been 
catching many irukandji jelly
fish during their daily drags in
side and out of marine stinger 
enclosures between Port Doug
las and Y orkeys Knob. 

While the glassy, flat condi
lions may look perfect for 
swimmers, beachgoers . are 
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"Our barge went back in to 
the water (yesterday) at Nor
ship Cairns at 6am and that 
will be a regular feature be
tween Mourilyan Harbour and 
Dunk Island. 

"The sand replenishment is 
a three or four-week exercise 
which is a precursor to the 
building of the Spit Bar adjac
ent to the jetty. Essentially 
we're under way." 
. Mr Duplock also confirmed 
residential properties bought 
by the company in the Mission 

Beach area were "going 
straight back into the market". 

"Unless they need some 
renovation, which some do, 
they are being rented. We have 
completed renovations on 
those properties which needed 
it," he said. "We're not using 
Airbnb, we're using local real 
estate agents to manage those 
properties, so there's been no 
real change to the status quo 
there." 
. The company has already 
held a number of community 

meetings to update residents 
on projects and Mr Duplock 
said that would continue when 
there was new information to 
share. 

"At the moment, we're ex
cited about that barge getting 
back into the water - we've got 
machinery and local people on 
the island working," he said. 
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5 irukandji invade beaches 



