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More than 80 people listened to the five candidates for Kennedy at Mission Beach Resort on Thursday. Picture: ELISABETH CHAM PION 
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M. lIu.mws siull II was 
hI< "V I h.11 Ill' had seen the inci
d"11 1 

"1'Vl"Yorll' across lhe road 
Ilo-d IIISldl' wlil'n they saw it," 
III' ,.nel 

"It's hidden there, so she 
nJuld have been lying there for 
a..ws if we hadn't been here. 

"It's disgusting; running 
oVl'r a young girl in an alley 
alill leaving her there for 
dl'ad." 

The incident left the trio in 
shock. 

"We are all very shaken up; 
it was very scary to see," he 
said. 

The girl was taken to Innis
fail Hospital with leg injuries. 

Elisabeth Champion 

TEMPERS flared in Mission 
Beach on Thursday night at a 
community forum attended by 
candidates for the federal seat 
of Kennedy. 

Incumbent Bob Katter was 
joined by Liberal National 
Party candidate Frank Beve
ridge, Australian Labor Party 
candidate Brett McGuire, 
United Australia Party candi
date Sue Bertuch and The 
Greens candidate Lyle Burness 
at a fiery meeting at Mission 
Beach Resort. 

The forum started with 
each candidate given the 

chance to address 12 pre-pre
pared questions but heated up 
early when Mr McGuire la
belled United Australia Party 
leader Clive Palmer and Con
servative National Party leader 
Fraser Anning as "weirdos". 

"I know preferential voting 
has issues and we do see some 
weirdos get in due to it," he 
said. 

"I am aiming that at the 
likes of Clive Palmer and Fra
ser Anning because they don't 
deserve to be in our parlia
ment" 

Not all candidates took the 
opportunity to address local is
sues. 

Mr Katter used most of his 
time to question Mr Beveridge 
on his party's policies. 

A question-and-answer ses
sion from the floor turned 
equally fiery. Some candidates 
appeared to become hot under 
the collar after some tricky 
audience questions. 

Key audience issues were 
the environment, political do
nations and foreign ownership. 

Things heated up again 
when a member of the audi
ence asked the candidates 
about their thoughts on politi
cal donations. 

Mr Katter, whose party has 
taken donations from gun lob

byisls, vehemently defended 
the donations and his policy on 
gun ownership. 

"I will not be apologising to 
you, or anyone else, for saying 
we need an ability to defend 
ourselves," he said. 

"We are the gun party of 
Queensland, as well as many 
other things, but we make no 
apologies for that" 

A brief halt to the meeting 
was called and one audience 
member was warned to behave 
after tempers flared between 
him and Ms Bertuch over Ptis 
question about payouts for 
workers of the closed QNI re
finery in Townsville. 

"Clive Palmer has paid 
those workers in Townsville; 
he has put the money in the 
bank for the solicitors from the 
liquidators," Ms Bertuch said. 

"He offered to pay those 
workers out but he was not al
lowed to do so by the liquida
tor. 

"I am sick to death of people 
running him down; let it lie, 
just stop it." 

Despite the tensions, the 
candidates may need work to
gether shortly after they all ac
cepted an invitation from an 
audience member to raft down 
the Tully River together in the 
near future. 
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