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The ride is the largest con
tinuously travelling ferris 
wheel in Australia - but that 
does not mean that it never 
stops turning. 

"When we say 'continu
ously travelling', that means 
it's travelling around Austra
Ua," Mr Achis said. 

"It's housed on four semi
trailers which all link together 
to create the base of the 
wheel-

The company anticipates 
strong numbers in Cairns. 

"To be honest, I think 
'aims has a very similar 

demographic to Fremantle," 
Mr Achis said. 

· We do have another wheel 
In Fremantle which has some 
great patronage for both locals 
and tourists coming through 
thetown." 

Each gondola incorporates 
n LED lighting system with 

changing patterns, which 
'an be programmed to comp

It'ml'nt theming or branding 
for local businesses hoping to 
promote their services. 
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DIVING IN: A private offshore buyer has agreed to pay about $lOrn for Dunk Island Resort. 

New lease of lifefor Dunl< 

CHRIS HERDE 

ONE of north Queensland's 
tourismjewels, which closed its 
doors after being smashed by 
Cyclone Yasi eight years ago, is 
set to have a new owner. 

Sources yesterday said a 
private offshore buyer had 
agreed to pay about $30 mil
lion for the island resort, off 
Mission Beach. which wa~ 
owned by fonner linc Energy 
boss Peter Bond and his family. 

It is understood Dunk ls

land's new owners want to in
vest substantial funds into the 
resort with the aim of rivalling 
Hayman Island. which of
ficially reopened six weeks ago 
as an InterContinental resort 
after a $140 million renovation 
by its owners Mulpha. 

Dunk Island, which offers 
147ha of freehold developable 
land and a Qantas-built air
strip, was an acclaimed resort 
destination until it was rav
aged by Cyclone Larry in 2006. 

It resumed trading but was 

demolished by Category-5 
Cyclone Yasi in February 2011 
and was acquired in early 
2012 for about $7.5 million by 
MrBond. 

Since then the Bond family 
have kept Dunk Island for per
sonal use. Mr Bond's company 
collapsed in 2016 sparking the 
sales process. 

There have been a number 
oflikely purchasers, with inter 
national cryptocurrency con
sortium Royalty Blockchain 
once touted as a buyer. 
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