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THE Cassowary Coast will be 
the backdrop for an interna
tional adventure race to be 
held in the region for the next 
three years •. 

Red Bull Defiance organ
isers Jersey Road and Red Bull 
officially announced on Sun
day that the 2019 event will be 
held in Tully and Mission 
Beach from August 31 to Sep
tember 1 and will return in 

2020 and 202l. 
The event will feature cyc

ling and running through the 
Tully Gorge, rafting on the 
Tully River and paddling 
around Dunk Island. 

At a local government 

meeting on Thursday, Casso
wary Coast Regional council
lors voted unanimously to 
welcome the event and nego
tiate a formal agreement with 
organisers to conduct the race 
in the region this year and until 

2021. Council will need to pro
vide a commitment towards 
the event over the three-year 
period including a monetary 
contribution of $80,000 per 
year. 

Planning and Regional De

velopment director Manfred 
Boldy said the benefits of 
bringing the event to the re
gion would be "quite enor
mous". 
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Join now to be amember of the 

Brothers leagues Club for $3 
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"WE are talking about a glo
bally recognised event; some
thing that is marketed 
worldwide and there are par
ticipants that come to these 
events from across the world," 
he said. 

"They bring their own en
tourages and the marketing is 
done for many, many months. 
Showcasing the area is a very 
big part of the event because it 
is about the setting of the 
events - this is not an event in 
a sports park. 

"These are events that are 
in the natural landscape and 
are very much about showcas
ing those areas and pitting the 
athletes against what the land
scape has to offer. The region 
would get all of that advertis
ing thrown in for nothing. 

"The monetary value to the 
area as proposed by Jersey 
Road and Red Bull is estimated 
as about $1 million per event, I 

and through some of the pre
liminary investigations we Former mechanic John Salogni will share his skills with at-risk teens to help prevent 
have undertaken very recently, 
we have estimated that is prob
ably a conservative figure; it 
could be well in advance of I 

that, and closer to $2 million. 
"Even $1 million would be a Getting han

very good return on the coun
cil's contribution towards it." 

Mayor John Kremastos said 
the event fitted within coun- I 

dl's strategy to become the ad
venture capital of Queensland 
and Australia. learning ne 

"This is about attracting a 
whole new tourism demo
graphic to our region and I CAREERS IElisabeth Champion skills development to help re tor them. Most 0 

think it goes well with what is duce youth crime rates. miss out on a fatb 
happening on Dunk Island AN Innisfail foo tball coach 'I think it's something the don't have somec 
with the expansion there," he will give up his time to stop community needs," he said. there for them. 
said. troubled teenagers from doing "We've let our disengaged "If you're not 

"The reason we were ident - time. kids go for a very long time and those kids, they wo 
ified over other places is that Former mechanic and new we still have kids who are hope to be able tl 
we have one of the highest dif- Innisfail United premier men's going through school that are changed a lot of li. 
ficulty ratings in terms of the coach, John Salogni, will give going through that stage as Mr Salogni oil 
terrain. If you think about that ' at-risk teens a helping hand to well. to help give teens 
from a visual point of view - turn their lives around. "To me, high-risk kids are skills and, potentiaL 
the exposure on Red Bull Tele- Mr Salogni is the founder of the ones that have been injuv "If we can engag 
vision - it will do nothing but Cultural Skillz Development, a enile detention, or those who painting or with bi
sell this region to the whole I not-for-profit organisation are going to go. We not only with panel beatin 
world." which offers free training and teach them skills, but we men- will," he said. 


