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govt easing in 

swelcomed 


• You have to stay within SOkm of 
home and 
• Outings are limited to members 
of the same household or an 
individual and one friend 
National Partes reopen: 
• Some popular areas of National 

Parks will re-open 

• Day-use areas induding Danbulla 
National Park surrounding Lake 
TInaroo 

"This means I can encour
age my customers to obviously 
come back out and start shop
ping," she said. 

'"I'm hoping that we're 
going to keep moving forward, 

t for the sake of businesses." 
. Is Theurillat, who has op

erated her clothing store for 
seven years, will open just two 
days a week - for the time 
being. 

"At the moment I'm doing 
two days a week, so I'll play it 
by ear and see how it's going 
and possibly jump up to three 
days a week. 

''I'm not going to go five 
days just yet because of home 
schooling." 

Innisfail Chamber of Com
merce President Nadine Picini 
said the easing of restrictions 
was a blessing for the retail sec
tor. 

"Hopefully they (govern
ment) continue to ease the re
strictions over the next few 
months," she said 

"It's been a little while now 

and it's taking a toll on small 
businesses. It's a step in the 
right direction. 

"This will also give people 
some breathing space where 
they can go sit in the park and 
have a picnic." 

Hill MP Shane Knuth wel
comed the news that restric
tions would start to be lifted 
soon but acknowledged that 
the government needed to re
consider some areas. 

"Travelling 50km from your 
home isn't far in regional and 
rural communities. It doesn't 
even get you up the range," he 
said. 

Mr Knuth has also been 
. calling for Sunwater lakes and 
dams to be opened for exercise 
and catching fish. 

Mayor asks 

for clarity 


~ over legal 

insurance 

COUNCIL I Joshua Davies 

CASSOWARY Coast Re
gional Council Mayor Mark 
Nolan has penned a letter to 
insurer Jardine Uoyd Thomp
son (JLT) requesting an expla
nation of the insurance cover 
on council's ongoing legal ex
penses. 

The decision comes after 
the new look council were pro
vided a full summation of all 
legal matters last Friday. 

"Some explanations were 
given to the councillors and I 
felt we left the room feeling 
comfortable," Cr Nolan said. 

"For that reason, and that 
reason alone, I thought this 
was the best course of action to 
make the ratepayers aware of 
the facts. 

"Over the weekend 
thought about the next step 
and on Monday I approached 
the CEO (James Gott) and in
dicated I wanted to write letter 
to the insurer (JLT) as the new 
mayor asking the insurer to get 
their solicitors to release a 
press release explaining the 
scenario with the insurance 
cover. 

"Because, so far, we've been 
told legal professional privilege 
and I don't think that is a fair 
call to say when ratepayers are 
paying the premiums." 

Cr N olan said he asked JL T 
to come back with a response 
which is satisfactory to the res
idents and ratepayers. 

"If we get that response 
from the insurer's lawyers I 
will then forward it to the 
Queensland Integrity Com
missioner (Or Nikola Stepan
ov) to get her to run her eye 
over it," he said. 

"On~e Or Stepanov has 
given us the green light we'll be 
able to publicly make a state
menton it. 

"That's the steps which 
have been taken in the past 48 
hours. 

"One ofthe key issues of the 
recent election was people 
wanted councillors with hon
esty, integrity and trans
parency. 

"This is real transparency in 
my eyes ... and the best way to 
do it is follow proper due pro
cess." 
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