
 

 

Minutes of the General Meeting of the Mission Beach Community Association held on Tuesday 10th 
April 2018 at the Mission Beach Resort. 

Meeting Opened: 6 pm 

Apologies: Mayor John Kremastos, George Gaal & Warren Giffin. 

Attendance: 58 

Welcome: Pete Faulkner welcomed Cr. Kimberley & Taylor, Manfred Boldy (CCRC), Bob Katter MP and Shane 

Knuth MP. 

Guest speakers: 

1. Graham Maifredi - Chairman - 2019 World Rafting Championship Organising Committee. All the 

information given by Graham can be found on their website www.wrc2019.com. The pre-world rafting 

championships will commence on the 9th of May 2018 and the World championships will commence on 

the 13th of May 2019. Hosting the 2019 WRC is the deserved and fitting tribute to the Tully River, the 30+ 

years of rafting, the 30+ years of rafters, the local community, the traditional owners and custodians, the 

world class location, and the world-famous rapids.  

2. James Neville-Smith – Castaways Resort. James informed the meeting of the exciting plans to redevelop 

Castaways resort. A Development Application will be lodged soon with Council. The new Resort will have 

126 one and two-bedroom units, up to 226 beds, 4.7 x inventory increase, 162 car parking spaces in 

underground facility, 5 pools (2 existing, plus 3 additional pools), Multiple dining options, State of the art 

regional function facilities. Standalone function catering facilities for 400+ guests. Create 400 jobs during 

construction (Cummings Economics figures) 120+ operational jobs post completion. Add additional $8.1M 

per annum to local employment. Project will inject an additional $70M into local economy. Create a 

sustainable tourism product for Mission Beach & Cassowary Coast. Further enhance the region with world 

class facilities. Allow for larger conferences, weddings and events, no other facility of scale between Cairns 

and Townsville at the moment. Increase visitation underpinning tourism reliant small businesses region 

wide. Encouraging new business investment throughout the region. Increase average length of stay from 

1.7 nights to 3.2 nights. Unprecedented stability and growth for tourism businesses throughout region. 

3. Deputy Mayor Wayne Kimberley: - questions on notice & reply to 4852 State of MB report: 

 

❖ Solar Panels: Yes, Council will put them on depots, sewerage plants etc. & the MB Pool also has 

solar panels. 

❖ Management of MARCS Park: the expectation is that once management of the pool has been 

awarded that group will be part of the future management of MARCS Park 

❖ Mission Beach Community Hub: Should follow the way Tully Support Centre has evolved. 

❖ Green Cemetery: Council will start in May with doing an inventory of all Council Reserves. WK 

has been in touch with people in the industry and are keen. 

❖ Cycle ways: TMR has different strategy for cycle ways compared to CCRC. Our preferred way is 

to use natural product such as decomposed granite. 

❖ Path way Seaview Street corner to the Village: people should use the Ulysses Link. (TMR is 

actually doing major work there at the moment, Cr Kimberley must have not been aware of that) 

❖ Garners Beach Road: Spoken to many people there and the opinion is 50-50 for or against bitumen 

sealing. Research is being done by the engineering department at the moment and the method to 

be used will incorporate clay (“back to the future method”) which has much longer longevity. There 

will also calming devices installed as done in the Daintree. 

❖ Stagnant Creek: Flooding is not that bad and it is highly unlikely the State Government will spend 

money on that. 

❖ Clogging of creek near Stinger net/Village Green: no reply 

❖ Feral Pigs: CCRC has put up a motion with FNQROC (13 councils) to get joint polices through. 

“To me the only way to remove a product or a thing that is compromising a whole region, you have 

to put a value on it. When I moved here there were locals who processed the pigs into small goods 

http://www.wrc2019.com/


 

 

but since new laws have been introduced this has stopped. The value of the banana industry alone 

is $600 million. If the banana industry would collapse it would be a monumental disaster for the 

region”. Therefore eradication/reduction of pigs, a pest of great magnitude is supremely important. 

❖ Beautification of Mission Beach: MB masterplan will be next with wide public consultation. The 

Village Green is tired and unsafe, major works need to be done will the entire place to be ripped 

up and pipes removed and that will be an opportunity to rebuild with something different. It 

definitely needs a makeover. 

❖ Naming of park next to Caravan Park: Council has a “place naming” policy. We will have to deal 

with this with the community at a later date. 

❖ Electronic notice board at MARCS Park: Pool is over budget so there is no money for a board. 

(surely this comes under MARCS Park users as well not solely the pool)  

❖ Bingil Bay Cafe to Beach walking/cycling path: low priority in the cycle plan, not sure why but 

will have to look at it again. 

❖ Dunk Island Spit: tender awarded to Experience Co. A few hurdles to come across with DNR and 

native title. Start with a sub-lease and when the hurdles have been resolved a proper lease will be 

established. Last week the current landlord has cut off water, sewage and power so we are not sure 

whether the Spit has to be closed.  

❖ Media and Marketing: after the election we were told that the CCRC media and marketing was shit 

so we took that onboard. As part of the restructure we decided to include several people to engage 

in marketing and media. This is standard for large businesses. We are the biggest employer in the 

region. We got to market our brand, digital marketing is the way to go. Every council does 

marketing at different levels, we want to reinvigorate economic growth in this region, we want to 

employ more people, you have to sell the sizzle before you sell the steak. That is what the marketing 

team will be doing. 

❖ Fines for leaving your bins out: this was a total misquote and it is untrue. State Government has 

made us change our waste policy and we have to include the provision that we can fine people but 

we will not go around and look for bins. 

4. Shane Knuth MP for Hill: 

• Has tabled the “safe waterways bill” addressing crocodile issues 

• Supports the establishment of a Community Hub and has spoken to the previous and present 

Ministers for Communities, Disability services and Seniors and the Department is looking forward 

to working together to explore funding opportunities for services in the MB area. 

• Tully Coast Guard: He has met with the Minister to request restoration of funding for power to 

reconnect power from Ergon to channel 80. 

• Woolworth Sunday & Public Holiday trading: legislation was passed October 2017 for an 

agreement for a 5-year moratorium that the big supermarkets cannot change their trading hours in 

small towns.  

• There is a need for a better system to reopen roads after flooding. 
 

5. Bob Katter MP: a handout about Bruce Highway improvements has been send out. 

General Business:  

• Election of new committee members: Lauren Haimes, Helen Roberts, Desley Todd 

• Coffee with a cop at Castaways Monday16th April 10.30 

• Paul Roxby: Pool Community Reference Group is doing a walk through at Aquatic Centre on 

Tuesday 17th April 4 pm.  

Treasurer’s Report: $3614.79 in the bank. Moved by Pete Faulkner Seconded Les Douglas. Carried 

Minutes of February Meeting; Moved Jane Coward   Seconded Les Douglas. Carried 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th June 2018. 


