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Most people can’t afford to lose $1,000 and four demerit points at the best of times. 
Pay attention as new fines exist for mobile phones. 
From tomorrow, February 1, penalties for illegally using a mobile phone while driving are increasing 
from a $400 fine and three demerit points to a $1,000 fine and four demerit points. 
This is to help deter people from this dangerous behaviour. 
Research shows using a mobile phone while driving can be as risky as drink driving. 
A driver’s response time while texting on a phone is comparable to that of a driver with a blood 
alcohol reading of between 0.07 and 0.10. 
https://d2haxmvzil2swt.cloudfront.net/uploads/farnorth/2020/01/31/155218_Phone_Use_Driving_So
cial.mp4 
The increased penalties mean that some licence holders, like learners and P-platers, could lose 
their licence from just one offence. 
Double demerit points will still apply to all drivers for a second mobile phone offence within 12 
months. 
This is another $1,000 fine and eight points and could cost most people their licence. 
Bicycle riders will also be fined $1,000, but no demerit points will be issued. 
While the penalties are increasing, there are no changes to the current rules for mobile phone use 
while driving, so remember that reaction times for drivers vary. 
This includes instances where you need to react quickly if someone stops suddenly in front of you. 
Not only is it illegal to use your phone at any time when you’re driving, unless you are safely and 
legally parked, drivers using their phone often miss traffic signals completely. 
Taking your eyes off the road for just two seconds when your car is travelling at 60km/h increases 
your risk of having a serious or fatal crash. 
Your actions may even kill another person. 

Get into a habit of taking away temptation before you start the car and consider: 

• Activating the ‘Do not Disturb While Driving’ for Apple iPhones or ‘Do not Disturb’ for Android 
phones before you get into the car; 

• Set your GPS, or playlist before leaving home (different rules apply for P1 and learner 
drivers); 

• Remind your passengers that you need to focus on the road. Make sure kids and pets are 
safely restrained and; 

• If you really need to make a call or send a message, pull over and park safely first. 

For more information about the rules for mobile phone use while driving, and how to set up your do 
not disturb app, head to the Department of Transport and Main Road’s StreetSmarts website. 

If you have information for police, contact Policelink on 131 444 or provide information using 
the online form 24hrs per day. 

You can report information about crime anonymously to Crime Stoppers, a registered charity 
and community volunteer organisation, by calling 1800 333 000 or via 
crimestoppersqld.com.au 24hrs per day. 
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