
Our first world championships a great success 
  

The Cassowary Coast’s first world championship event began in unseasonal rain with an excited street parade of 
local school children and athletes from 19 countries followed by fireworks at the Tully Showgrounds, and ended 
with a bang as athletes and locals danced and partied under a full moon and starlight in the Mission Beach Village 
Green. The 2019 International Rafting Federation’s World Rafting Championships were declared a great success 
by most, from visiting athletes to the organisers and stakeholders like the Tully Chamber of Commerce and 
Cassowary Coast Regional Council despite a week of relentless rain and drizzle and fewer numbers of visitors 
than expected. 
Cassowary Coast Mayor John Kremastos praised the local volunteers, sporting and service clubs, business 
houses and members of the local community who welcomed visitors and supported the event. “It has been an 
outstanding success and we have made a lot of new friends,” Cr Kremastos said. “It has put us on the international 
map through world media coverage and we look forward to future legacy events in our region. It fits Council’s 
vision for adventure tourism on the Cassowary Coast.” Cr Ben Heath said the result was a tribute to everyone 
who helped make the event such a success. “We were in drought back in November, then a passing cyclone 
dumped a heap of rain and we ended up with the Tully Gorge Road being closed but we overcame those setbacks. 
Now we are leading into another international first for the Cassowary Coast, the Red Bull event at the end of 
August,” Cr Heath said. Cr Rick Taylor said there were a lot of unsung heroes behind the event’s success, 
especially community volunteers. “Locals were disappointed with the weather but the rafters put it down as part 
of the experience. As good as Tully Gorge looks on a sunny day, it looks really spectacular when it’s all misty up 
the valley,” Cr Taylor said. 
Tully and District Chamber of Commerce president Christine Boric said there were hiccups with the bus schedules 
and lessons to learn for future events but she believed the WRC was a great success. 
 “The highlight for me was the street parade because I know the work that went into it,” she said. “There was a 
real buzz in the town. If anyone thought our spirit had died they are wrong because everyone came out in droves.” 
Cardwell set the scene for support for the event with a Cardwell Foreshore Welcome Party on May 11 with market 
stalls, music and fireworks. 
“It was a great night,” said organising committee member Thea Ormonde. “I am sure the whole town turned out 
for it, from little bubbas in strollers through to grandparents. “Some of the rafters came down to Cardwell and 
some of the business houses from Tully supported it as well.  The whole town was booked out. There were 
probably 1500 people here at the peak. 
 “We invited everyone from Mackay to the Tablelands to come and celebrate the launch of the World Rafting 
Championships with us at the gateway to the Cassowary Coast.” 
Mission Beach business houses rallied behind the event and staged a Monday Fun Day at the beach to send the 
visitors off with a lasting memory of the Cassowary Coast. Hilary Watson from Helen Wiltshire Gallery said the 
party atmosphere with band The Natural Culture, night markets and the fireworks display was fabulous. “Everyone 
enjoyed themselves so much and we all want to do it again,” Ms Watson said. “The band set the scene by playing 
as they marched through the village green to the stage and the athletes and locals were all dancing together. The 
restaurants were so busy, the rain stopped and it was so lovely to share this with the international guests.”  She 
paid tribute to the council workers who prepared the village green for the Monday Fun Day event. “It’s so good to 
get that kind of attention down here. The place is looking schmick.,” she said. 
Jasmine Porteous, chair of Tropical Coast Tourism and general manager of Castaways estimated 600 people or 
more turned out to party at Mission Beach. “It was a fantastic event, from beach cricket and volley ball with the 
athletes and locals to the fabulous fireworks, night markets, and music,” she said. “It did exactly what it was 
intended to do, to provide an economic boost and give athletes and visitors a taste of what Mission Beach has to 
offer. “We are already talking about what we can do for the Red Bull Defiance later in the year.” 

 


