
TARGA GREAT BARRIER REEF RACES TO CASSOWARY COAST IN 2020  

 TARGA to feature the extraordinary roads and magnificent rainforest-to-reef scenery of the Cassowary 

Coast, 5 September 2020  Provisional stages identified by TARGA with residents to receive direct 

correspondence in the coming weeks  Event injects $3m to Far North QLD economy through direct spend 

and spectator events, reaching 2 billion viewers  

Extraordinary roads hugging reef-side coastline, winding through world heritage rainforest and climbing 

misty mountains… get ready for TARGA Great Barrier Reef which today announces it will come to the 

Cassowary Coast, Saturday 5 September 2020.   

Established in 2018 following support from Tourism Events Queensland, TARGA Great Barrier Reef has 

proven itself an outstanding success, attracting a 40% participation growth in its second year with 200 cars 

embracing the opportunity to tour through Cairns and surrounding regions.  

In delivering the event, TARGA spends $850,000 with local businesses and attracts 40,000 spectators through 

various public events, such as TARGAFest, TARGA Expo and TARGA Stages, held throughout the week.  

It’s estimated the economic value to Cairns and the Cassowary Coast will be in the vicinity of $3m.  

Viewers from around the world will be charmed by the scenery broadcast during this race delivering 

invaluable publicity to the region through TARGA’s major digital campaigns and television show aired 

nationally on the Nine Network in HD, and distributed to domestic and international markets equating to 

over 2 billion viewers.   

With applications now open for TARGA Great Barrier Reef, held 4 to 6 September 2020, the Cassowary Coast 

joins one of three TARGA events which allows high performance cars open road access to some of the 

nation’s most spectacular roads.  

Provisional stages have been identified for the race, and residents whose road access may be impacted by 

this event will receive direct correspondence from TARGA in the coming days.    

Attuned to operating in regional locations with precious wildlife populations, TARGA have enlisted the advice 

of world leading veterinarian specialising in Cassowaries, Dr Graham Lauridsen to mitigate any risk to the 

region’s local population.  

Cassowary Coast residents are encouraged to be part of TARGA Great Barrier Reef with the event organisers 

seeking to fill a multitude of volunteer positions.  

For entry details go to: https://targa.com.au   

Are you following us on Facebook?  https://www.facebook.com/cassowarycoastregionalcouncil/   

Quotes attributed to TARGA Chief Executive Officer, Mark Perry:  

“TARGA Great Barrier Reef brought this large scale motorsport event to Far North Queensland that engaged 

many motoring enthusiasts, along with activating hundreds of volunteers with an interest in cars.”  

“Aside from injecting direct economic benefits to local business and trades, our various promotion and 

broadcast platforms offer great publicity value to the destination in which we’re touring.”  

“We have identified provisional stages and will be issuing letters to all residents who may be impacted by the 

event, and encourage anyone with questions to contact TARGA direct.”  

Quotes attributed to TARGA Great Barrier Reef Cassowary Coast Wildlife consultant, Dr Graham Lauridsen: 

“I’m pleased to know that in designing this course TARGA officials are considering the habitats of local 

wildlife and will engage a mitigation strategy to ensure all due care is put into place for this event.”  

“Among those strategies will be considerations of time of day that particular roads will be utilised for the 

course to avoid cassowary interactions, and spotting marshalls as an added safety mechanism”. 

TARGA contact:  

Road closure information and general enquiries (03) 6144 9500 info@targa.com.au  

  

Competition related enquiries (03) 6144 9504 megan@targa.com.au 

https://targa.com.au/

