
Who may vote in Local Government (council) Elections are outlined per state below: 
 
QLD - Eligible to vote: 
 
The following persons are the ONLY persons entitled to vote at an election 

1. Persons enrolled on the voters roll for: 
a. for an election for all the local government's area - the area; or 
b. for an election for a division of the local government's area - the division 

2. Persons whose names are not on the voters roll for the area or division because of official 
error; 

3. Persons who - 
a. are not on the voters roll for the area or division but are entitled under the Electoral 

Act 1992 to be enrolled on the electoral roll for the electoral district under that Act in 
which the area or division is situated; and 

b. after the cut-off day for the poll and no later than 6pm, on the day before the polling 
day, give the electoral commission a notice under the Electoral Act 1992, section 65. 

A person is NOT entitled to vote: 

1. more than once at the same election; or 

2. at 2 or more divisions of the same local government area. 
3. who is serving a sentence of imprisonment of 3 years or longer? 

 
NSW - Eligible to vote: 
 
When you are enrolled to vote, you will automatically be included on the residential roll for the 
ward or council area you live in. You must vote in local government elections in the ward or council 
area you live in. 
 
The NSW electoral Commission provides that you can enrol to vote if you: 

1. are an Australian citizen, or an eligible British subject enrolled to vote in Australia on 25th 
January 1984 

2. are 16 years of age or older (but you cannot vote until you are 18) 
3. have lived at your current address for at least one month 

You are eligible to vote as a non-resident in a ward or council area if you are: 

1. an owner of rateable land in the ward or council area 
2. an occupier or rate paying lessee of rateable land in the ward or council area. 

VICTORIA - Eligible to vote: 
 
According to the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) there are two types of enrolment in a council 
election: 

1. State-enrolled 
2. Council-enrolled 



State- enrolled voters must be on the state roll for your home address (principal place of residence) 
if you are: 

1. an Australian citizen 
2. 18 years or older 
3. have lived in Victoria for at least one month 

State-enrolled voters MUST vote in local council elections. 
 
Council-enrolled voters: 
 
Council enrolled voters include people such as ratepayers who qualify to be automatically enrolled 
by the council, or who apply to council to be enrolled. 
 
Council enrolled voters must be: 

1. 18 years or older 
2. not a State-enrolled voter within the council area. 

The VEC provides the following outline for the two types or enrolments for council-enrolled voters: 

• Automatic enrolment: you are automatically enrolled by your council for any by-elections if 
you were enrolled as a non-resident owner (you pay rates on a property but do not live 
there) at the most recent election for your council. This includes any by-elections. If your 
circumstances have changed since the most recent election and you are no longer a non-
resident owner of a property, you will be automatically enrolled for any future by-elections. 

• People who can apply to enrol: you can apply to be a council-enrolled voter if: 
o you pay rates on a property in the ward or council area, but you do not live there and 

were not on the roll for the most recent election or by-election. 
o you are not an Australian citizen, but you live in and pay rates for a property in the 

ward or council area. 
o you pay rates on a property you occupy within a ward or council area and have no 

other entitlement to vote in the ward or council. 
o are a director or company secretary of a corporation that pays rates on a property 

within a ward or council area and you have no other entitlement to vote in the ward 
or council area. 

TASMANIA - Eligible to vote: 
 
The Tasmanian Electoral Commission (TEC) provides that if you are currently on the electoral roll, 
you are automatically on the Local Government roll for the municipal area (council) in which your 
enrolled address is located. 
 
You are also eligible to be on the Local Government roll if: 

1. you own or occupy land in a municipal area different from where you are enrolled on the 
state electoral roll, or 

2. you are the nominated representative of a corporate body which owns or occupies land in 
the municipal area. 

To enrol under these special provisions, you need to complete the appropriate enrolment form. 
 



You are entitled to be on the electoral roll if: 

1. you are 16 or 17 years of age or older; and 
2. you are an Australian citizen; and 
3. you have lived at your present address for at least the last month 

The exception being prisoners serving a sentence of imprisonment for a term or more than 3 years 
 
British subjects who are not Australian citizens are eligible to enrol for Federal and Tasmanian 
elections if they were on a Commonwealth of Australia electoral roll on 25th January 1984. 
 
You may enrol when you are 16 or 17, but you cannot vote until you are 18. 
 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA - Eligible to Vote: 
 
The Electoral Commission SA provides that if you are already on the State electoral roll (in your 
council area) and vote in State elections, you are automatically included on the council voters roll 
and will receive ballot papers through the post. 
 

 

According to the Electoral Commission SA, you must enrol on the electoral roll if you are: 

1. 18 years and over, 
2. an Australian citizen, or eligible British subject, and 

3. have lived at your address for at least one month.  

 

The Electoral Commission SA further provides: 
 

You may be eligible to be on the council voters roll if you are one of the following: 

1. a resident or a non-Australian citizen who has lived at your residential address for one month 
or more, or  

2. an owner of an organisation or business, or 

3. an owner of a holiday home, or 

4. a sole owner, or group of owners, of a rateable property, or 
5. a sole occupier, or group of occupiers, of a rateable property, or 
6. a landlord of rateable property.  

All landlords, organisations, business owners or occupiers, and resident non-Australian citizens, must 
re-enrol from January 1 of every election year to be able to vote, with the exception of the City of 
Adelaide.  
 

It is not compulsory to vote in South Australian council elections. 
 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA - Eligible to vote: 
 

According to the Western Australia Electoral Commission (WAEC), all eligible electors must enrol to 
vote. 
 

The WAEC provides that residents in a local government district who are enrolled on the State 
Electoral Roll are automatically enrolled on the corresponding local government roll:  

  



People who own or occupy property within a local government district, can apply to their local 
government to be included on the roll as an owner/occupier, as long as they are eligible electors. A 
body corporate may apply to have up to two eligible electors to be included on the owner/occupier 
roll.  
 

All eligible electors are allowed to vote once in any district or ward for which they are enrolled. If a 
person lives within one local district or ward and owns or occupies property in a different district or 
ward, they may be entitled to a vote in both areas, provided they are enrolled for those addresses. 
For more information or to enrol as an owner/occupier, contact your local government.  
 

Enrolment is compulsory for all Western Australians who: 

1. are aged 18 years and over 
2. are Australian citizens (or a British subject who was on the Roll between 26 October 1983 

and 25 January 1984) 
3. have lived at their current address for at least one month.  

Electors who are aged 17 years can enrol provisionally. They can only vote when they reach 18 years 
of age.  
 

Enrolled electors are eligible to vote in Commonwealth, State and local government elections.  
 

Voting in a local government election is not compulsory in Western Australia 

 
Brad Tassell 
Electorate Officer 
Office of Shane Knuth MP 
 


