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Be Aware for Cassowaries

The flame trees of  the forest tell 
us it is time to celebrate … end 
of  the year, Christmas,  lots of  
things.

So join us at 
C4 Theatrette 
on Saturday 
November 27 for 
our Christmas 
meeting and 
Book Launch by 
Pete Faulkner of  
Laurie Trott’s 
play, ‘To Kill A 
Cassowary’.

Music from 6pm by local combo 20 Strings ♫ Cash Bar  ♫ Bring a plate to share
Meeting starts 5pm ♫ Environment Centre shop open for Christmas gifts 



C4 is taking a lead on evaluating wildlife-friendly 
fencing for cattle properties in the Wet Tropics. 
A new barbless wire product will be trialled on Leo 
Road, El Arish, using standard fencing tools and 
techniques so that there is no added maintenance or 
cost burden on the farmer.
Habitat coordinator Ian Shankly has organised the 
real-life trial, based on advice from fencing expert 
Tim Thompson. The Whites barbless two-strand, 
high-tensile wire will be installed by a fencing 
contractor between a lane and a grazing paddock on 
Courtney and Lisa Remilton’s farm.

The use of barbed wire in five-wire fences causes the 
deaths of mahogany gliders, bats and owls which get 
caught in the top wire. It also makes it difficult for 
cassowaries and other wildlife to get through and 
underneath.
Results of the trial will be evident if none of the 
Remilton’s cattle gets through the fence between the 
lane and the paddock.
If successful, the results will be passed on to farm-
ers, fencing contractors and groups, including 
Terrain NRM and BlazeAid, which undertake emer-
gency fencing following natural disasters.

Gurrbum update
The wet weather this year has 
been very good for our revege-
tation plantings, allowing lots of 
new growth by the seedlings. The 
only setback is that the weeds 
(Guinea grass and Navua Sedge 
in particular) are also flourishing. 
Our current habitat restoration 
tally is about 14,000 plants over 
three and a half hectares.
Planting started in January and 
continued through until July, 
being replaced by weekly main-
tenance -  mowing, weeding 
and some spraying. Last year’s 
planting is rapidly approaching 
canopy closure, which will reduce 
the level of maintenance needed. 
Brettacorp’s Miyawaki plantings 
are also thriving and have attract-
ed a lot of interest.
We’ve started preparing our site 
for next season’s planting, remov-
ing grass and determining our 
layout. 
This is the final area on Gurrbum 
near Smiths Gap on Old Tully 
Road to need revegetating. If 
all goes well we’ll have our next 
planting in January, with the in-
tention of establishing about 4000 
trees over one hectare up to the 
designated house site.

Thanks again to the dedicated 
band of planters and weeders 
who brave sun and rain to get 
forest back onto the land.

✳  ✳  ✳

Film team raises 
$7600 for buyback
Cassowary conservation on the 
Cassowary Coast has received 
a celebrity financial boost from 
members of the cast and crew 
of the Netflix series ‘Irreverent’ 
while filming at Mission Beach.
Actor Russell Dykstra, an ardent 
conservationist and nature lover, 
encouraged the team to donate 
to C4’s ‘Give Now’ fundraising 
platform to buy critical land for 
cassowary conservation.
C4 committee members hosted 
a low-key thank you, attended 
by Russell and fellow actor and 
writer Roz Hammond.
The actors said they had been 
awed by the region’s natural beau-
ty and touched by the friendliness 
of the community, and were sad 
to be leaving after calling Mission 
Beach home for several months.
Mr Dykstra said he was actively 
involved in bush care and con-
servation groups near his home 
on the New South Wales Central 
Coast and wanted to do some-

thing for cassowary conservation.
He and Ms Hammond spoke of 
fond memories of time spent 
in the bush as children and of 
the challenges for parents today 
in finding the balance between 
children’s desires to connect with 
computerized devices and getting 
outside to discover the beauty 
and wonder of the natural world.

✳  ✳  ✳

Helicopter case 
continues
The noise levels produced by two 
different models of helicopter 
(Bell Long Ranger and Robert-
son R-44) landing and taking-off 
from the site of the proposed 
Aviation Facility at Wongaling 
were measured by noise monitor-
ing experts on 27th October. The 
results are currently being ana-
lysed by the experts to produce 
a report for the Planning and 
Environment Court. Additionally 
(but separately), many local resi-
dents gave feedback on the levels 
of noise heard around the Mis-
sion Beach/ Wongaling area. The 
next hearing of the court case will 
be on 3rd December as we work 
our way through the legalities of 
a challenge to an inappropriate 
development decision.

New line on fauna-friendly fencing


