
C4 brings many people with different 
interests and backgrounds together 
and the result is in almost every case 
a feeling of shared achievement, of do-
ing something worthwhile.
The roles range from greeting visitors 
to the Environment Centre and shop 
and providing information; planting, 
potting, weeding, cleaning and doing 
maintenance in the nursery; planting 
trees in revegetation sites such as Gur-
rbum and doing landscape repair and 
weed control on reveg sites and, when 
required, preparing food and cleaning 
pens at the Garners Beach Cassowary 
Rehabilitation Facility.
Here are some of our volunteers.
Dave Elliott was a financial adviser 
until he was retrenched as a result of 
Covid. He said Centrelink told him he 
could get JobKeeper by volunteering at 
C4 and that was more than a year ago. 
Dave says living at Carmoo means he 
often sees cassowaries on his place but 
working in the nursery helps him learn 
more about the natural environment. 
“I don’t know a lot about plants,” he 
said. “But I enjoy talking to others 
(who do) and I enjoy meeting people 
I would not meet otherwise.” At the 
same time he is happy to help with 
some of the menial but vital tasks in 
the nursery like washing pots and rak-
ing up leaves.

Nursery volunteer Maira Eichenbren-
ner, in contrast, has a background in 
plants with a Certificate 3 in conserva-
tion and previous nursery experience.

“I’ve always been drawn to environ-
mental work,” she said.
“I like propagating seeds and finding 
out what germinates out of cassowary 
poo.”
Maira has been volunteering in the 
nursery for about 18 months and en-
joys the camaraderie with like-minded 
people.
Sue Pearson doubles between the 
nursery and working with partner Ian 
Shankly in the tree planting and weed 
control team at Gurrbum, the wildlife 
refuge joint venture between C4 and 
Queensland Trust for Nature at Smiths 
Gap. Sue and Ian were regular visitors 
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Be Aware for Cassowaries

Nominate now: AGM September 25
The 2021 AGM is to be held on Saturday September 25 

at C4 Theatrette from 5pm.
All positions on the management committee become 

vacant and nominations close at 5pm on September 11. 
Nominations require the signatures of proposer and 

seconder and the nominee. 
Forms are available from the C4 office and may be 

lodged at the office in Mission Beach or emailed to the 
secretary at: 
C4mission@gmail.com.

Subject to covid rules at the time, the meeting will be 
followed by BYO drinks and nibbles. 

Please join us to hear what we have achieved in the 
past year and share ideas for the year ahead.

Sue Pearson and Ian Shankly remove weeds in the Gurrbum planting.

Dave Elliott at the C4 nursery.



to Mission Beach from Victoria until 
they made the move north in 2019 and 
in 2020 joined in the planting at Gurr-
bum.
Since then, about 13,000 rainforest trees, 
mostly from the C4 nursery, but supple-
mented with seedlings donat-
ed by QPWS or bought from 
CCRC, have been planted on 
the 16ha former banana farm 
on Old Tully Road. 
Up to 30 people have joined 
regular planting days at Gur-
rbum resulting in more than 
half of the 7ha of former 
cleared farmland being reveg-
etated with rainforest trees. 
When complete, the property 
will be sold as a conservation 
block for a single home site 
surrounded by wildlife refuge.
A key to the success of the 
project has been funding ob-
tained through Terrain NRM, 
Queensland Trust for Nature 
and Cassowary Coast Region-
al Council which has enabled 

engagement of contractors to assist in 
site preparation and weed control in 
conjunction with the work of volunteers.
Sue said she enjoyed not only the work 
to protect the environment and habitat 
but also sending a message that the nat-

ural environment has a value, particu-
larly against the challenge of climate 
change.
Ian said it was very satisfying “releasing 
plants from weeds” and seeing all the 
new growth of the trees planted over the 
past two years.
“It’s not just a paddock of trees. It’s be-
coming a forest,” he said.
“We’re seeing birds and animals . . . it’s 
now a habitat.”
Co-founder of Brettacorp, Brett Krause, 
has been involved with Gurrbum since 
the project started and has raised more 
than $50,000 from philanthropic sourc-
es, including Tree Nation, Sugi and Er-
gon, to accelerate revegetation through 
establishment of three Miyawaki plots.
The plots were created by removing the 
soil to a depth of one metre, mixing it 
with mulch and replacing it before the 
plots were densely planted with seed-
lings.

The first two plots have al-
ready grown canopy cover 
after less than two years, thus 
providing a good microcli-
mate for rainforest growth.
“It creates a fabulous environ-
ment where the plants sup-
port each other with shade 
and shelter without weed 
competition,” Brett said.
“It’s good to be part of some-
thing worthwhile and show 
just where the money is go-
ing.”
The old Tully Road site links 
habitat in the Walter Hill 
range with the Wet Tropics 
World Heritage area extend-
ing westwards to the Ather-
ton and Evelyn Tablelands.

C4’s Planning and Environment Court appeal against the ap-
proval by Cassowary Coast Regional Council for a helicopter fa-
cility between Mission Beach and Wongaling Beach continues. 
At the Court hearing on September 3, the following Order was 
made on the papers by his Honour Judge Morzone QC, that:
1. On or before 7 October 2021, the acoustic experts will meet 
to determine the terms of reference, minimum requirements, 
methodology and reporting for the proposed helicopter flight 
trial [“agreed approach”]. 
2. On or before 29 October 2021, the proposed helicopter flight 
trial will occur pursuant to the agreed approach.
3. On or before 22 November 2021, the data obtained from the 
proposed helicopter flight trial will be analysed pursuant to 
the agreed approach and the acoustic experts will provide to 
the parties’ solicitors a copy of their reporting pursuant to the 

agreed approach.
4.   The appeal will be reviewed on 3 December 2021.
Lengthy court appeals are costly. Donations are welcome to 
help C4 to continue this appeal. 
The most cost-efficient way is to transfer funds directly to C4’s 
Bendigo Bank Account  BSB 633 000  Account Number 167 210 
616 and add ‘Helicopter Appeal’ as a reference in Comments.
Note - The Helicopter Appeal is separate from C4’s Land Buy-
back Fund and from C4’s everyday operational accounts.
C4 continues to stand up for both the community and the envi-
ronment through these troubled times.
For further information, contact us by phone or email. 
(07)40687197 C4mission@gmail.com
http://www.cassowaryconservation.asn.au

Acoustic trials in helicopter facility appeal

Maira Eichenbrenner and Carolyn O’Sullivan planting for the future at C4 nursery.

Brett Krause at work on the Gurrbum north block. 


