
After meetings with the council and the MB State School. We were basically refused a piece of 

council land to use for the proposed community gardens unless we proved viability of the idea. 

In saying that, we were advised that if we wanted the piece of land in Casuarina Close that had 

tentatively been approved by the town planning department, we would first need to demonstrate that 

there is community interest and uptake of the idea. To do this, we would need to use the gardens at the 

MBSS for the remainder of 2021 and gather solid records of attendance and community involvement. 

This in principle I initially agreed too, but after further thoughts, I don’t see this as a practical option 

as very few gardeners want to put in lots of hard work and materials to then only have to relocate a 

few months later. Gardening is a long-term process and helping the school would of literally been 

exactly that, Helping the school maintain their existent gardens. 

Another impracticality was that we would of only been able to be at the school outside of school 

hours otherwise all people onsite would require a blue card in order to be around children. Doesn’t 

seem that would leave us much time in the day to establish an effective community garden? 

We were also offered the use of land at Frogs Hollow, however this is very wet, low lying land and is 

also a very long way away from the centre of our area and would make the trip for Bingil Bay and 

MB people a long one. Being based in North Mission seems to be the most viable location as its more 

central and a higher percentage of the northern beaches would be likely to use these gardens as 

opposed to the wealthier end of town. 

The biggest concern of CCRC representatives had was that if the gardens failed, they would be left to 

clean up after us. Yet in my opinion a simple legal agreement would ensure we were responsible to 

returning the area to its original state. Same as if you rented a house. Anyway, that's where we are at 

for now. 

As of recently, the community gardens are simply a dream. 

Footnote from Brian  Puckey: In saying that, I still remain very passionate about the project but will 

possibly going to be searching for private land to use or may even lease land from a local farmer in 

order to bypass the bureaucratic nightmares. I want to drive this project ahead and be the main man on 

the ground with all the skills and information regarding design and garden development. But I am not 

overly interested in sorting out all the paperwork side of things. If you know of a few people that 

would be interested in becoming committee members and actively help resolve some of regulatory 

problems then I would  be happy to hear from them. 0428 185 848 

 


