
e 
hopes Sink 
as pools 
stay closed 
PETE MARTINELLI 
peter.martinelli@news.com.au 

DON'T break out the goggles 
and floaties just yet - pools 
across the Far North won't all 
be rolling up the shutters this . 
weekend. 

Despite Premier Annasta
cia Palaszczuk's statewide 
green light to reopen public 
pools from midnight tonight, 
those in the Cassowary Coast 
and the Tablelands will remain 
closed. 

Cassowary Coast Regional 
Council this week confirmed 
that swimming pools would re
main closed until August 1. 

Despite Mission Beach 
Aquatic Centre being open on 
a trial basis last winter, CCR 
opted not to reopen the centre 
on the weekend. 

"Feedback from pool man
agement was that the majority 
of those 75 users were travel
ling 'grey nomads' - who are 
not in the region this winter 
due to COVID-19 travel re
strictions.," a CCR spokesman 
said. 

"To operate the Mission 
Beach pool through June and 
July would cost an additional 
$60,000 to ratepayers, with 
council required to limit access 
to the pool to 10 people at any 
one time. " 

But the move has sunk like 
a lead weight among Mission 
Beach locals. 

"The community is keen to 
see it reopen for their healtli 

MISSION FAILS 
Cassowary Coast and Mareeba 
Shire Council have opted not 
to reopen their pools this 
weekend - an unpopular 
decision in Mission Beach. 

HE SAID IT 

ClEARLY IT IS A 
CHALLENGING TIME FOR 
COUNCIL, BUT IT IS 
FRUSTRATING THAT 
EVERYONE ELSE IS 
PREPARED TO STEP UP 
AND HAVE ACRACK AND 
TAKE ON THE CHALLENGE 
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and well being," Mission Beach 
economist and Community 
Association Member Pete 
Faulkner said. 

"Clearly it is a challenging 
time for council, but it is frus
trating that everyone else is 
prepared to step up and have a 
crack and take on the chal
lenge." 

Marlin Coast Aquatic Cen
tre has taken up the gauntlet 
and run - or swam - with it. 

The Smithfield pool will re
open tomorrow, with Gordon
vale and Babinda to follow on 
Monday. 

Centre manager Rachael 
Hughes said a booking system 

would be in place to ensure 10 
people at any one time would 
be using the facility for 45
minute sessions. 

The 25m hydrotherapy pool 
will also be operational, div
ided in order to maintain social 
distancing. 

"We have been working on 
this for a little while," Ms Hu
ghessaid. 

"We knew we couldn't just 
roll up the doors. We have 
been working closely with 
Cairns Regional Council to 
make sure we were within 
guidelines." 

Change rooms will be closed 
to patrons until further notice 
but a toilet wiII be available. 

CRC is today expected to 
announce which of its pools 
will be open from the weekend. 

Mareeba Shire Council will 
keep its pools at Mareeba, Kur
anda and Dimbulah closed 
until August 1. 

"Council normally closes 
pools for winter at this time of 
year," a MSC spokesman said. 

The council is expected to 
limit customers to eight at any 
one time once they reopen. 

"Appropriate signage and 
direction by staff will limit the 
number of customers entering 
the premise," the spokesman 
said. 

Atherton Shire Council is 
currently in discussions about 
when to reopen Atherton 
Swimming Pool. Cassowary 
Coast Regional Council has 
been asked for comment. 
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